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EXECUTI VE SUVARY

| nt roducti on

In 1983, the Departnent of the Navy and the Governnent of
t he Commonweal th of Puerto Rico entered into a Menorandum O
Under st andi ng (“MOU’) concerning environnental issues and
econon ¢ devel opnent issues arising out of Navy and Mari ne Corps
activities on the island of Vieques, Puerto Rico, where the
Atl antic Fleet Weapons Training Facility (AFWF) is | ocated.
Vi eques is | ocated about seven mles southeast of the main
island of Puerto Rico. The island is about 20 mles long and 4
mles wide at its widest point. The Departnent of the Navy
currently owns about two-thirds of the island’ s 33,000 acres,
which it acquired between 1941 and 1950, by purchasi ng property
fromprivate | andowners at fair market val ue.

Envi ronnental Stewardship

The Navy has been a good steward of the |land and water entrusted
to its care at Vieques. Navy has protected and nurtured the
wildlife, forests, plants, and resources as it has carried out
its mssion. |Its use of a very snmall part of the island for a
live inpact area has not harmed the health of its neighbors on
Vi eques or the environnment in which they live. Navy is working
hard to conply with the existing National Pollutant D scharge
El i m nati on System (NPDES) permt and, working with the
Environnental Protection Agency (EPA), to ensure that a renewed
permt reflects the best science available. Through careful
managenent, the Navy has nurtured the environnent of this
pristine island and will continue to work in partnership with
representatives of Puerto Rico and Vieques to preserve this

uni que par adi se.

e The Navy is commtted to protecting the health and safety of
all residents of Vieques. To date, the Navy has seen no
credi ble evidence that its activities pose a risk to human
health. Prelimnary studies recently conducted by the Navy
i ndi cate there has been no migration of explosives-rel ated
substances fromthe range to the civilian community on
Vi eques. Navy is conducting further studies and cooperating
wi th the Agency for Toxic Substances and D sease Registry
(ATSDR) on its independent health risk assessnent.



e Overall, the Navy’'s environnental record on Vi eques has been
excellent. In testinony before the U S. Congress in 1994, the
Mayor of Vieques stated “In relation to environnental matters,
t he Navy has done a magnificent job. Their constant
preoccupation with protecting the turtles and brown pelicans,
endanger ed speci es, has been neritorious and worthy of
conmendation.”

e About half of the 22,000 acres owned by the DON is included in
seven ecol ogi cal conservation zones, which preserve the
island’s rare flora and fauna. Navy conducts active
managenent prograns to protect several threatened and
endanger ed speci es.

-Sea turtle nanagenment program protects turtle nesting sites
and has successfully hatched and rel eased back into the wild
21, 000 hawkbill and | eat herback turtles.

- Brown pelicans appear to be thriving at a DON- protected
nesting site.

- DON managenent of a controlled sea-grass conservation zone
has created one of the safest havens for manatees in the
Cari bbean.

e Navy has carefully preserved Vieques' historical and
ar cheol ogi cal heritage by conprehensively surveying and
docunenting the island’ s cultural resources, protecting them
from di sturbance, entering many of theminto the National
Regi ster of Historic Places, and funding projects to restore
uni que architectural structures.

* DON bonbing activity is limted to an isolated area of about
900 acres, less than three percent of the island s | andnass,
and nore than eight mles distance to the nearest popul ation.

Econom ¢ Devel opnment Efforts

Under the provisions of the 1983 MOU, The Departnment of the
Navy agreed to work with Governnent of Puerto Rico agencies and
groups to seek funds and financial assistance from other Federal
agenci es to encourage econom ¢ devel opnent on Vieques and to
make every neaningful effort within its power to obtain ful
enpl oynment on the island. The Navy has diligently sought to
fulfill these undertakings and achieve the goals of the MU to
inprove the quality of life for those who |ive on Vieques.



Since the early 1980's, the Departnent of the Navy and the
Depart ment of Defense have sought to diversify Vieques
econony by bringing a broad range of manufacturing and
assenbly busi nesses and agricultural activities to the island
and by supporting its growi ng tourist industry.

- Navy and DOD hel ped create nore than 400 jobs in
el ectronics, textile, and jewelry manufacturing and
assenbl y.

- Navy | eased thousands of acres of Navy property at no
cost to Viequenses and funded capital inprovenents for
cattl e and hay production and agricul ture busi nesses.

- Navy supported the growi ng tourismindustry by conveyi ng
| and for expansion of the airport runway; permtting
crui se vessels to dock at Navy’'s pier; building
recreational and ecotourismfacilities; and by opening
beaches and conservation zones to the public and
mai ntaining themin a pristine, attractive condition.

Navy arranged Federal grants to Puerto Rico agencies to
operate a professionally staffed econonm c devel opnent office
and provi de business startup assistance in Vieques for many
years.

Navy commands on Puerto Rico have directly and indirectly
supported scores of prograns and projects for Vieques in the
past two decades and continue to engage in a variety of
activities including property |l eases, permts, devel opnent

pl anni ng and other efforts to pronote economc activity on the
i sl and.

Vi eques is physically and economically isolated from and
dependent upon, the main island of Puerto Rico. The high
costs and i nconveni ence of transportation and comruni cati ons
hanper econom c activity and grow h.

Despite the isolation and dependency, Vieques has a relatively
| ow unenpl oynent rate conpared with the rest of Puerto Rico
and a growi ng tourismindustry, as evidenced by the

devel opment of major resort hotels that will add hundreds of
jobs to the island s econony.

The Navy and the Federal Governnent have dedi cated

substantial resources to the econonm c devel opnent of Vi eques.



It is a challenging place to do business, and the Federal

Gover nnent al one cannot bring econom c progress to the island.
There are significant opportunities for further devel opnment on
Vi eques, but any such effort nust be a cooperative venture anong
t he Governnent of Puerto Rico, the Vieques Minicipality,

busi ness investors, and the Navy. 1In this partnership, the Navy
can and will assist in the future econom c devel opnent of

Vi eques.
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